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The word, “Courant”, is the Old English and
French word for stream or running. The
modern English word would be current. This
word, courant, changed meaning - and spelling
- through the ages; “runner with news”, “carrier
of news” (courier), as well as the paper the
runner was carrying. You get the picture why
we borrowed the logo of the “Pony Express”?
At least the CBC Courant has outlasted the
Pony Express so far !
Eventually, when printing
started, Courant became the
word for a paper with news
in Old English and French
as well as Dutch (”crant”)
and Afrikaans (”koerant”) yes, a “newspaper”.

INFOPAGE
CHRIST BAPTIST CHURCH
POLOKWANE
P. O. Box 857 Fauna Park 0787
375 Marshall Street POLOKWANE
office@christbaptist.co.za
T: 015 - 296 9920
F: 015 - 296 9959

Why then do we call a little church newsletter,
“Courant”? Because we, as God’s children, are
the carriers of the best news in the world; the
Good News; the Gospel, that we are to carry
across the street and across the world with our
lives and our words. Moments before our
Saviour ascended to Heaven, He
commissioned His disciples to ““Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the
age."” (Matt. 28:19-20 ESV). Let us persevere
faithfully until the end in our walk and our
witness.
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It is with great pleasure that I introduce you to the African World-view articles. It is said that our lives are
defined by our ultimate beliefs more sharply than any other factor. Our choices are shaped by what we
believe is real and true, right and wrong. All people and cultures have a particular world view.

It is with this awareness, that we introduce you to some beliefs and practices that stem from the African
Worldview. If we are to effectively minister to the people of Africa, it is important that we take their religious
and cultural world views seriously. Africans unquestionably believe in a Supreme Creator of the universe
and humanity. An African also believes in the spirit world (populated with good and bad spirits), the creation
of the world, sacrifices, purification, cleansing, death, judgment, and life hereafter. We must also note that
these religious beliefs and the African world-view are not lost when Africans become Christians. Thus, we
need to examine this world- view critically in order to effectively minister the gospel and disciple many who
come to the Lord.
Our calling is not only to order our own lives by divine principles but also to engage the world. We are
commanded both to preach the Good News and to bring all things into submission to God's order, by
defending and living out God's truth in the cultural conditions of our age. To engage the African world-view,
however, requires that we understand the ideas and beliefs that compete for the African minds and hearts.
B. Van der Walt asserts,
“Because the Gospel was not brought as a new, total, encompassing world-view, which has to take the
place of an equally encompassing traditional world-view, the deepest core of African culture remained
untouched. Christian faith only influenced and changed the out layers of African culture such as, for
example, customs and behaviour. For this reason it often led to superficial Christianity - totally at
variance with the nature of the Christian faith, which is a total, all-embracing religion, influencing the
whole life from a reborn heart – in the same way that a heart pumps life-giving blood to very part of the
body …. The average African convert did not experience the Gospel as adequate for his whole life, and
especially not when it came to the most complex issues of life. For that reason we discover all over
Africa today that Christians, in times of existential need and crisis, as in danger, illness and death, revert
to their traditional faith and view of life. The gospel has no impact in those areas where it really matters.”

A debilitating weakness in our churches is that we are fighting cultural skirmishes on all sides, without
knowing what the war itself is about. We have not identified the world-views that lie at the door of cultural
conflict and this ignorance dooms our best efforts in establishing believers in their faith.
The culture of war is not just about abortion or homosexuality. These are only the skirmishes. The real war
is a cosmic struggle between world-views; between the Christian worldview and the various secular or
traditional and spiritual worldviews arrayed against it. This is what we must understand if we are going to
be effective both in evangelizing Africa and in transforming it to reflect our Saviour.
Scripture is the starting point for a true Christian world-view – and it is the point to which we Christians must
inevitably return in order to evaluate and discern every competing opinion and philosophy. Scripture is true.
It is reliable and above all, it is sufficient to guide us in every aspect of developing a worldview that honours
God (2Tim.3:14-17).
May the Lord open your eyes to His truth as you read through this edition.
In His Service
Pastor Andrew Isiaho
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From the Pastor’s pen

The term world-view may sound abstract or philosophical, but actually a person's world-view is intensely
practical. It is simply the sum total of our beliefs about the world, the “big picture” that directs our daily
decisions and actions. So we define a worldview as a set of assumptions held consciously or unconsciously
in faith about the basic makeup of the world and how the world works. It deals with all aspects of reality; the
epistemological, meta-physical, and moral. It interprets, explains, and defines the world. It not only
establishes our vision of “what is” but also tells us what “ought to be.” Everyone hold to a world view,
Africans included.

AFRICAN TRADITIONAL RELIGION (ATR)
Charlie Rampfumedzi

Introduction
The intention of writing this article is not
to undermine or ridicule followers of
African Traditional Religion. The writer
has the background of this religion. This
article is an attempt to educate both
Africans and Westerners, Christians and
non Christians on what is an African
Traditional Religion, and what are the key
elements or beliefs that constitute this
religion. The knowledge will help us
individually to evaluate this religion using
the Holy Scripture to see if it meets the
standard of faith and practice or fall
short.
History and Description
African Traditional Religion has grown out
of the African soil. It is not brought from
outside. It is best distinguished as ATR.
It is described as the product of thinking
and experience of African forefathers and
mothers of former generations. This
religion is found in all African peoples.
Africans who live according to their
traditional ways are very religious.
Africans have many different kinds of
beliefs due to the fact that there are
many ethnic groups and tribes in Africa. It
is not proper to say there is an African
Traditional Religion. The truth is, every
ethnic group has its own set of beliefs.
The observation that is understandable is
that there are many similarities between
the traditional beliefs of Africans in
Africa. Therefore we speak of African
Traditional Religion thinking of those
common things.
The African Traditional Religion has no
founder. It evolved through many
centuries, before the westerners came to
Africa. Different fore-fathers played a role
in the development of this religion. It is
not documented. It has no sacred book or
Scripture. It is written in the hearts,
history and experience of the people. It is
passed on by word of mouth.
It has never been accused of heresy,
falsehood or deception. There are no
religious controversies. There is no claim
of purity. There is no authority to say

what it was before or what it would be in
the future. African Religion is open to
new ideas. Some ideas of the past have
been forgotten because people found
them useless and did not carry them over
to the next generation. It affects the
whole person, the whole clan or tribe.
Some writers used to say an African
always carries his religion even to the
parliament. It is taken everywhere around
the world.

The practice begins at early childhood
until death. A person must be born in a
particular African people in order to be
able to follow African Traditional Religion.
The people from Europe, America, and
Asia cannot be converted to African
Traditional Religion as it is more removed
from their geographical and cultural
setting.
African Traditional Religion is very
pragmatic and applies to the need as it
arises. It has supplied answers and
direction to many African lives, as such
people are unwilling to abandon it quickly
otherwise they feel insecure afterwards,
unless something else gives them
additional or greater sense of security. It
is said that even if they are converted to
another religion like Christianity and
Islam they do not completely abandon
their traditional religion immediately. The
religion remains with them for several
generations and sometimes centuries.
In reality, the converted mix their
traditional religion with the newly
embraced religion. The idea behind that
is to gain from both religions.
African Traditional Religion influences
every area of an African life. It shapes the
character and culture of the people. It is
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difficult to destroy its beliefs.
The Summary of what it is not:
African Traditional Religion is not
ancestral worship
African Traditional Religion is not
superstition
African Traditional Religion is not animism
or paganism
African Traditional Religion is not magic,
witchcraft or fetishism
The conclusion of what it is:
African Traditional Religion is a religion,
traditionally practiced in Africa, by the
Africans from Africa as described above.
African Traditional Religion varies a great
deal within Africa, but these are the key
components of this religion:
· African Traditional Religion
consists of ancestral worship,
worship of the departed. These
are the departed or dead
relatives or family members who
continue to live.
· It is also very superstitious. This
is the belief that certain events
bring good or bad luck. These
are based on deep reflections
and personal experiences.
· It is also animistic. This is the
belief that the natural objects
are inhabited by spirits. Africans
believe that spirits are
everywhere, in trees, rivers,
caves, rocks, dense forests,
grave yards, etc. They indwell
animals, snakes, goats, bulls,
baboons, monkeys, crocodiles,
leopards, tortoise, etc. These are
the totems of certain ethnic
groups in Africa. The spirits are
experienced through dreams,
visions, disease, and death.
· It is also magic, witchcraft or
fetishism. This is the believe that
certain objects possess life and
magical powers. Charms are
used, images, plants, bones,
claws of animals for
supernatural power (magic).

Five essential beliefs of
African Traditional Religion
GOD
All Africans generally believe in the
Supreme being, called God. No one
knows how this belief originated. The
Supreme being has a name or names.
Almost every ethnic group has a name for
this great God.
Who God is:
God is spirit. He is not a human being. He
is not visible, for one has ever seen Him.
No one can surely describe Him. He is not
made. He exists on His own. He has no
father, mother, or a child.
God is the creator of everything. He is
the first cause, the original source. He
sustains. He is all knowing and nothing is
hidden from Him. He shares human
elements: He sees, hears, smells, tastes.
He eats, sleeps, plays, walks, rejoices,
gets angry, thinks and remembers.
He is present everywhere, like air. At the
same time, He is very far from the
universe and His creatures.
Worship is to keep contact with the
invisible world so that there is harmony.
In this way prayers, sacrifices and
offerings are done and rituals performed.
No human being can get near to God or
talk to Him. He is the author of both good
and evil. He is feared as a judge and is full
of wrath.
SPIRITS
There are two kinds of spirits:
- Human spirits: The spirits of those who
were people on earth. The main point of
interest in African Traditional Religion is
the belief and worship of ancestors.
Ancestors are dead members of the living
family in African families. They are called
the living dead. Ancestors are used as the
mediators between the Supreme Being
and man or between the spirit world and
the world of the living.
- Nature spirits: The spirits that were
created as spirits. The spirits are found
all over Africa. The animistic belief is
embraced. Animism is a religious belief,
which recognizes the spirits as indwelling
every created thing and controlling the
physical world. Most world religions
share the belief of animism, even though

they would not call themselves animists.
Animists or those who follow this belief,
build their lives around the belief that
nature spirits are powerful. The spirit
world is stronger than humans. The
nature spirits live in forests, trees,
waterfalls, strange shaped rocks, caves,
villages, hills, etc.
Some of these spirits are believed to
follow people as they move like the
shadow. The spirits also indwell animals
like snakes (python), goats, bulls, tigers,
giraffes, baboons, etc.
The spirits also manifest themselves in
the form of these animals. They are easily
recognized by the locals, mainly as
thikoloshe, mamlambo, house snakes,
perennial or fountain snakes, etc.
THE HEREAFTER
According to African Traditional Religion,
there is no break between life and death.
After death a proper funeral must be
organized with necessary ceremonial
rituals. This is done to prevent the dead
person from wandering around. It is
believed that if the dead person fails to
get a place, he wanders and becomes a
ghost.
MAGIC AND WITCHCRAFT
Africans believe that everything has life
force, which causes good or evil things.
The force is found in arm bangles,
special words uttered, African
medicine, etc. Diviners or traditional
healers are considered the ones having
more power in ATR.
People are warned to take care of things
such as hair, nails, clothes hanging
outside at night, using certain words or
phrases, visiting certain places, eating
food from certain families, receiving gifts
from certain people, etc.
HUMAN LIFE
There are so many myths about the
creation of man and the beginning of the
world. Almost every tribe or people in
Africa has its own story. Evolution is a
concept foreign to African Traditional
Religion. There is no clear evidence how
the creation took place. Africans do not
consider that the universe will come to
an end.
Among various options man is said to
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have come from clay, marsh, a hole, the
leg of god, he was brought from the sky
to earth. It is thought that at first man
was living in harmony and immortality
and in fellowship with the Supreme Being
(God). Man is the centre of the universe.
At that time heaven was very close to
earth, and that a rope tied them up.
Conclusion
Doctor Gehman is right in pointing out
that, “When a person who originally
practiced a traditional religion, becomes
a Christian there are a number of issues
he or she must deal with. It is not realistic
to tell a new Christian to ignore the spirit
world, to stop venerating the ancestors,
and stop going to a diviner unless specific
reasons are given to do so and unless the
church offers functional substitutes for
these practices.”
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Discerning between culture and religion when sharing the Gospel
By Joseph Mahlaola

2. Religion
Merriam Webster's dictionary defines religion as “the
belief in a god or in a group of gods. [It is] an organized
system of beliefs, ceremonies, and rules used to worship a
god or a group of gods”. Similarly with slight general
additions, “a religion is an organized collection of beliefs,
cultural systems, and world views that relate humanity to
an order of existence”
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion).
· Religion involves a belief system
· Religion has an object of worship
· Religion has cultural rules that governs worship
· Like culture, religion is built on a world view
Given the definitions of culture and religion above, it is
clear that the two are homogenous and potentially
influence one another. A clear cut distinction is almost
impossible. Culture is an offshoot of religion. Before there
was a culture, there was a religion. Every culture's sets of
rules, customs, behaviours, meanings and values are
defined by its religion. Marriages, burials, dietary
requirements, etc in every culture are
tied to worship. Hence breaking ties
with these systems in an African culture
is meted with wrath from family and
community because the pending
consequences may affect not only an
individual, but the whole community.
For an example, In many South African
black cultures, when a husband or a
wife dies, the surviving spouse is
expected to wear mourning clothes for
a year. If you were to question this
practice, you would be told, “This is our
culture.”
When confronted with this situation, what should an
evangelist do? This requires discernment.

Matthew 28:19's commission “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations” serves as a mandate for every
believer today. All believers are called to indiscriminately
share the gospel with all people groups (cf. Acts 1:8).
Africa alone numbers thousands of ethnic groups, with
thousands of languages and dialects, and it cherishes
thousands of various cultures and religions. This
automatically creates barriers for a gospel presenter,
especially if he or she does not have the cultural
background of the audience. The main problem is how to
differentiate between culture and religion when sharing
the Gospel. Often times when a person is confronted with
the Gospel, he would draw a cultural card in order to evade
the truth. Culture, by itself, is not a problem. However,
culture and religion are often times so elusively converged
that an undiscerning gospel presenter could fail to tell the
difference. The results would be detrimentally syncretistic,
especially if a recipient happens to welcome the Gospel
message. Therefore, to avoid such harmful consequences,
one has to succinctly define culture, religion, discernment,
and the Gospel in order to make
distinctions.
1. Culture
In his book, the New Testament
world: insights from cultural
anthropology, Malina (1981:9)
says “culture is an organized
system of symbols by which
persons, things, and events are
endowed with rather specific and
socially shared meanings and
values.”
· Culture is an organized system of symbols
· Cultural symbols define meanings and values of a
group
“Culture is central to the way we view, experience, and
engage with all aspects of our lives and the world around
us” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture). Undeniably,
culture expresses someone's world view and is in essence
built on a world view. In reality, “culture penetrates every
aspect of our life and all of our human being. That is
because all that we do has a cultural dimension. To be
human is to be a cultural person, for human life is cultural
(Bate as quoted by Vernon Light, 216)”.
Although there are some cultural dynamics that need not
to be challenged by gospel presenters, as they are not
contrary to the gospel, nevertheless some cultural
dynamics need to be reformed. These dynamics will be
noted later when we draw a distinction between culture
and religion.

3. Discernment
Discernment could simply be defined as making the right
judgement between what's right and wrong. For believers,
the Scripture is our canon of discernment. In the context of
this article, discernment is limited to making a distinction
between culture and religion and judging between the
right and wrong cultural practices.
Going back to the example of wearing mourning clothes,
how should an evangelist judge the situation? Is it cultural
or religious? Can this person accept the Gospel message
and still continue with this practice? The answer is based
on a person's belief system. Why are they wearing these
clothes? What do they believe would happen when they
do not follow this practice? Asking these pertinent
questions reveals the hidden religious idols of the heart.
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that he led this man to the Lord.
At a later stage a believer discovers the truth about the
people who array themselves with similar regalia. And
realizes that he misjudged the clothing to be cultural
instead of religious. Now what's the point? The point is,
when we go into a different ethnic group, we should
always be mindful of the close relationship between their
culture and religion. One way of finding out is to ask
pointed questions to your audience. A simple question
such as, why are you dressed the way you are dressed,
could give you a lead into what kind of a person you are
talking to. In most cases one would discover that actually
the clothes that these religious groups wear are tied to a
biblical passage, especially the OT or in the case of the
ZCC’s uniform. Ephesians 6:10ff (the armor of God) is taken
literally.
So believing a mere profession without substantive cultural
or religious change is tantamount to putting new wine in
the old wineskin. It will go to waste. Christ would be
another addition to the recipient's gods.

But only the gospel can reveal these idols. “For the word of
God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints
and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions
of the heart” (Heb 12:4).
4. The Gospel
The Gospel in the context of this article focuses on its
exclusivism. This article presupposes that:
1) Jesus is exclusively the only way to the Father (John
14:6),
2) there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved (Acts 4:12 cf.16:30-31),
3) no human being will be justified by any cultural or
religious works in the sight of God (cf. Rom 3:20, 21).
The exclusivity of the Gospel
In Mark 2:22 Christ concedes that “…no one puts new wine
into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the
skins—and the wine is destroyed, and so are the skins. But
new wine is for fresh wineskins.”
Presupposing that the gospel is exclusive, unequivocally
means that justification is by grace alone, through faith
alone, in Christ alone. The analogy of skins and wine in
Mark 2:22 connotes exclusivism.

New wine, new wineskins
What people need to hear is a change of heart and of
religion. This is only possible if a sinful heart is confronted
with the truth (Mark 7:21-23).
They need to know the Gospel; that
God is holy and is out to judge
sinners; that they are sinners and are
in constant rebellion against God;
that the man Jesus is the only
mediator between man and God; and
that to be reconciled with God, one
needs to only believe these truths
about God, self, and Christ.
To use an analogy; It is my conviction
that once a person becomes like a
new wineskin, he will see the sins of
his culture and will seek to reform
because of the power of the Gospel
(Rom 1:16-17).

New wine, old wineskins
Notice the context in which Jesus used
this parable. This parable was given as a
response to the question, “Why do John's
disciples and the Pharisees fast, but your
disciples do not fast?” (Mark 2:18). John's
disciples and the Pharisees followed
rituals and ceremonial fasting were some
of them. The parable of the wine and the
skins illustrates the exclusiveness of the
Gospel. The rituals practised by John's
disciples and the Pharisees had no part
whatsoever in the Gospel.
Now apply this analogy to our
contemporary world.
Suppose a believer goes out into a village on a Sunday to
share the gospel. He comes across a man dressed in a
white robe, sewn to its back is a blue visible cross, girded
with a thick weaved wool around his waist. How does one
discern whether this is just a cultural or religious regalia?
We have seen in our definitions above that culture and
religion are intertwined and one influences the other. A
local person would tell in a first glance that the regalia
described above identifies a man belonging to an African
Independent Church (AIC), particularly an apostolic group.
Now this believer seizes the opportunity to minister to this
man without any knowledge of his identity. He shares
Christ with Him, and this man professes to know and
worship Christ. A believer bids the man farewell and goes
back to the city, rejoicing that he met a fellow believer or

Old wine, old wineskins
Of more detriment to the gospel message is the motive of
transmitting one’s culture to another ethnic group, in the
name of the Gospel. This was Friedrich Schleiermacher's
goal of missions in the 1900s. Verkuyl, in his Contemporary
Missiology: An Introduction, notes that “Schleiermacher
believed that missionaries should go only to those areas
where Western culture is penetrating and seek to transmit
and transfer to those people the “deeper values” of this
culture. The goal of the missionary is not to present the
gospel of salvation to them, but to try and to “carry his
fatherland with its laws and customs along with him and to
look upon the higher and better things of life wherever he
goes” (1978:171).
Verkuyl cogently responds that “Africa's shocking cry to
preserve her cultural identity ought to put us on guard
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on it. The Scripture is explicit on a monogamous marriage
and does not promote nor condone polygamy (Gen 2:24;
Matt 19:4-5; 1Cor 7:1ff; Eph 5:22ff).
You see, the message of the Gospel transcends every
culture. “For since in the wisdom of God the world through
its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well
pleased through the foolishness of the message preached
to save those who believe. For indeed Jews ask for signs
and Greeks search for wisdom, but we preach Christ
crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles
foolishness, but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God”
(1Cor 1:21-24).

against trading in too quickly and easily the deeper and
genuine mission motives for the cultural one. Throughout
the history of mission, the new identity one receives in
Jesus Christ “has often been confused with other
secondary identities whose origin lay much more in the
mission than in the Gospel itself”” (p.172).
The truth is that the motive of imposing one’s culture upon
another — packaged together in the gospel — is nothing
less than Hellenization (by the Greeks) and colonization by
European countries. This type of imperialism should be
meted with Christ's curse pronounced against the scribes
and the Pharisees in Matthew 23:15: “Woe to you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel around sea
and land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes
one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as
yourselves.” The Apostle Paul called this cultural gospel “a
different gospel … which disturbs
believers and distorts the Gospel
of Christ” (Gal 1:6b, 7) and he
anathematized it with the
following words: “But even if we,
or an angel from heaven, should
preach to you a gospel contrary
to what we have preached to
you, he is to be accursed!” (v.9).
To avoid this type of colonization,
which is tantamount to putting
an old wine into an old skin or
putting new wine into a new skin,
the Gospel presenter must
circumspectly discern what
cultural practices are contrary to
the Bible and which ones are not.

No culture should be exalted above the message of the
cross. Where culture is in conflict with the message of the
cross, culture and not
the Gospel should be
altered.
When we go out to
preach the Gospel, we
should determine to
preach Christ crucified
(1Cor 2:1-2). By so
doing, the recipient's
faith will rest on the
power of God and not
on men's culture (v.5).
Concluding
recommendations
I would recommend
that to avoid speaking against innocent cultural practices
or to avoid promoting sinful cultural practices, believers
should familiarize themselves with theology. Every culture
and religion is wittingly or unwittingly based on theological
convictions.
The knowledge of God, man, sin, salvation and the end
times is therefore crucial. A gospel presenter who does not
know his or her theology well will judge wrongly between
wrong and good cultural dispositions. As you listen to what
a person you are sharing the gospel with says about the
above mentioned doctrines, you will be in a better place to
make a right biblical judgment.
Just think about Paul at Athens. He observed a city full of
idols. Do you think if he did not have the right theology he
would have reacted the way he did? Being informed by his
knowledge of God and His worship, he judged that these
people were very religious (Acts 17:22). But their religion
was not an admissible one. Why? Based on Paul's sermon,
they did not know the true God, the Creator, the Sustainer
of life, the Savior, the Judge, etc (vv.23-31). Thus informed
by His knowledge of God he was able to confront them
with authority.

Test of discernment
Let me paint a scenario and use it to test our discernment.
An African man pays lobola to the family of his proposed
bride. After the negotiations are over, the man takes his
bride home and consummates the marriage. When you
encounter this situation as a believer, what do you say to
this couple? Is this a “Christian” marriage? Are these two
people living in sin? Do they need to have a formal “white
wedding”, to be considered married?
A discerning believer would ask, what is a biblical view of
marriage? Will this couple still be living in sin if they get
saved and still continue in their relationship? Culturally, the
two are legally married. A “white wedding” type of
celebration is also cultural but not biblical. Imposing a socalled white wedding celebration upon this couple would
be nothing short of unfounded inculturation.
But, suppose that this man says to you, I believe the
Gospel that you are sharing with me and to return a favour
I would like to invite you to my wedding next weekend, I
am marrying a second wife. His culture concedes this
practice to be legal. How do you discern? Remember that
Scripture is your standard, your judgment should be based
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THE TESTIMONY OF NEHEMIAH CHAUKE
My name is Nehemiah Chauke, 26 years of age and this is my testimony. I grew up in a big family of 10 boys
and 6 girls. My father is a polygamist who had 4 wives in one home when I grew up.
My father is a ZCC pastor claiming to be the prophet who help people in protecting their families and healing
them with tea, salt, sand, water and tayelo (words from the mouth of the prophet and need to be followed).
In 1994 my mother had her own home and took me, my 3 brothers and 1 sister with her. We are 5 from my
mother; 1 girl and 4 boys.
In 2005 I visited my father's church; the ZCC; the dove one, and my father was very happy to see me. At the
end of the church service they asked people who wanted to be baptized and join the church to step forward,
and my father asked me directly before everyone. I said yes I want to be baptized and join the church. It was
August and in September all the ZCC members around the world meet together in Polokwane in the place
called Moria or the Zion City of Moria, that is the base church and where the ZCC church is founded. There in
Moria I was baptized 3 times in water and they claimed to be obeying Matthew 28:16-20.
In 2008 August I was in my high school and there was another young man leading LCM (LEARNERS CHRISTIAN
MOVEMENT) and he came to our class during free time and he found me and other guys in our class during
this time. We were about 9 people left in class because it was free time, so this young man was asking for 50
cents from everyone except me and I felt so bad asking myself if I was that bad. What is more interesting is
that I was the only one with money in that class and I am the only one who he did not ask. It was Friday and
the LCM used to meet after school, so I said to myself after school I am going to attend the LCM just to go and
give and by myself I went after school and everything was good and I gave, but when I was on my way home
being alone, I was convicted to reach the point of saying that I heard God's voice saying that what I saw in the
LCM is what I must start doing from now on. From that day I started going to Dinga Baptist Church and be
part of the LCM, and one day we were from the LCM function and another guy shared the Gospel with me, he
shared Romans 10:9 with me. When I reached home, I read Romans 10:9 and God convicted me that I am a
sinner and I need the Savior, Jesus Christ. By myself I prayed to God, confessing my sins, asking for forgiveness
and asking Christ in my life and by faith from that day I received Him as my personal Lord and Savior.
And now God called me in to full time ministry. I am leading the church at Dinga. And as for baptism, I was
baptized again in 2013 in CBC because at first I was not a believer when I got baptized and Jesus commanded
believer's baptism. Praise the Lord for His saving grace!!

THE ZCC:
They believe in their leader as the one who
is equal with Jesus Christ; they believe the
Bible as the word of God but not as their
final authority; they believe in prophecy;
they use water for blessings and cleansing;
they use salt to protect their families; they
use robes to protect their children; they
drink tea for healing; they believe in gods;
they worship ancestors; they believe in
curses and taboos.
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Contextual evangelism within the African context
depending on the age or gender, may not even be
permitted to speak to or appear before an elder. Under
such circumstances, he would do well to employ
strategies that would make him as invisible as possible, or
wiser still, be accompanied on his quest by an old man
with both white hair and a wrinkled face – a walking stick
would be a plus.
The apostle Paul faced similar circumstances. For his
witness to be effective, he said, “I have become all things
to all men, so that I may by all means save some” (1
Corinthians 9:19-23). He did not let cultural barrier stand
in the way of his witness. He submitted to the culture in
matters where it did not infringe upon his message. An
example is when he required Timothy, his disciple, to be
circumcised in order not to be rejected by the Jews when
they evangelised them (Acts 16:1-3). In essence, identify
with the culture and conform to their lifestyle, but only in
matters that do not transgress biblical boundaries. Live
their life.

Introduction
There is arguably nothing more daunting than having to
fulfill a task on a global scale. That was the command in
the great commission, when Christ instructed His
apostles to proclaim the Gospel: start with Jerusalem,
and end at the furthest corners of the earth (Acts 1:8).
This reveals the fact that missions would eventually be
cross-cultural – the Jewish apostles would have to cross
their borders and into foreign contexts. Nothing has
changed. Even today, the great commission remains the
same, and believers often find themselves crossing over
into different cultures to share the Gospel.
African context versus African contexts
Contextualising when evangelising is mandatory whenever someone intends to witness in a region and community other than their own. Thus any witnessing in Africa
has to consider African culture and world view. The term
“African culture” or “African world view” may be misleading because they do not necessarily represent the
continent accurately. Every people group in Africa,
distinguished along tribal, regional and other lines, has
different sets of beliefs and
practices. Hence it is important
to consider factors that influence
each people group differently.
These include, but is not limited
to, the people's traditional
religious beliefs, social factors
such as the role of women and
children in the family and
co mm u n it y, eco n o m ic a n d
political factors, and more.
Hence, beware of different
contexts when inter-acting with
different African people groups.
The African context cannot be stereo-typed as having a
single identity.

2.
Speak their language
There is no other way to communicate the Gospel other
than proclamation (Romans
1 0 : 1 4 ) . A n d i n o rd e r t o
effe c t i ve l y p ro c l a i m t h e
Gospel to a certain people
group, one would do well to
know their language. It is
important to know what
stylistic features such as
idioms their language employ,
a n d w h i c h fe a t u r e s a r e
omitted. You don't want to be
caught expressing yourself in
literary devices or terms that
do not exist among the people
you are witnessing to. For example, you need to be aware
that most African languages do not have a word for
'eternity', so when expressing eternal salvation in Christ,
you will need to be more illustrative and elaborative.
Also, desist from using evangelistic materials such as
tracts from the West to evangelise. This is because such
materials may use illustrations and address issues that are
not relevant to the people group you intend to reach.
Illustrations using nature would be more applicable rather
than those using modern elements and literature. Issues
such as polygamy are more relevant to an African village
rather than issues on homosexuality. To employ western
tools is to speak a foreign language. The task of 'speaking'
the people's language is not easy, but achievable if one
seeks for help. The apostle Paul is an example of such an
evangelist who asked for help. As he wrote to the church

But the following are a few recommendations that could
be applied across the board:
1.
Live their life
Concerning the African lifestyle, it is important to note
that seemingly small factors may easily determine the
attitude with which you will be received by a particular
community. For example, in Swahili, there is a form of
greeting that is structured in a manner that requires the
younger person to initiate the greeting between him and
an elderly person. This implies that it is acceptable for the
younger person to speak first when meeting an elder
person. But in certain cultures, the younger person,
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worship her ancestors and her pagan gods along with
Christ.
Also, to emphasise, when evangelising, is the source of
the message – Scripture. Traditionally, African culture
consists mostly of an oral form of communication. Hence
if you approach a community only with 'talk', they will
accept it as just that, talk. As is common in African
culture, one community will recognise another
community's beliefs and practices as legitimate, even
though they themselves wouldn't believe or practise
them. Thus as you evangelise, you need to be clear that
you are not just a representative of an alternative belief
system, but that you stand on scriptural authority, which
is the sole absolute truth. There are no alternatives.
If you fail to establish the authority of God and Scripture,
you will fail.

at Rome, he sought support from them to advance his
missionary work in Spain (Europe) (Romans 15:23, 24).
The verb Paul used in making his request for support from
the church at Rome (Greek 'propempo' meaning 'assist'
(v24) meant more than financial support and prayer. It
would also include the request for an escort. Hence Paul
being aware that he was about to venture into uncharted
waters with the Gospel, sought help from those who
knew the course. 'Speaking' the language of the people
effectively may require you to have an indigenous
companion as an interpreter.
3.
Affirm your source of authority
It is in lack of emphasizing their source of authority that
most evangelists in an African context would fail. It is well
to focus on the Gospel of Jesus as the only way to eternal
salvation. But equal emphasis should be placed on the
fact that He is the sole Creator-God as well. To focus on
Christ as the source of salvation will leave the traditional
African mind set believing that Christ will get him to
heaven in future, but in the meantime, he can worship
another god(s) for the present. This also explains
prevalent syncretism in Africa, where would-be
Christians equally consult witchdoctors and ancestral
spirits as much as they do Scripture. Thus an emphasis
upon God's sovereignty is also needed, where God is
taught as the only God to whom everyone, both physical
and supernatural, should solely
submit. Polytheism (belief in multiple
gods) is not an option. We once tried
to evangelise a lady in a certain village,
who said that she cannot accept our
Christ, because our Christ demanded
total sub-mission. Instead, she
preferred the 'Christ' whom her
sy n c ret i st i c ' c h u rc h ' p re a c h e d
because her church allowed her to

4.
Pray and study diligently
In conclusion, it is important to note two things: that only
the Gospel is the power of God for salvation (Romans
1:16); and that only the Holy Spirit convicts of sin,
righteousness and judgment (John 16:8). The apostles of
Christ knew this very well because their own people
rejected them. They didn't have to cross cultures to experience disappointment and hostility. Hence we should
not believe in effective contextualisation methods as the
key to success in cross-cultural missions, but rather the
power of the Holy Spirit and accurate
proclamation of the Gospel that breaks
all barriers, including culture and
ungodly world views.
Contextualisation doesn't begin with a
method, but with diligent prayer and
study of the Word.
Nathan Odede

2Chr 7:13-15 ESV: When I shut up the heavens so
that there is no rain, or command the locust to
devour the land, or send pestilence among my
people, if my people who are called by my name
humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.
Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to
the prayer that is made in this place.
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SYNCRETISM IN AFRICA
Israelites were guilty of this practice. The Bible says “They
also feared the LORD and appointed from among
themselves all sorts of people as priests of the high places,
who sacrificed for them in the shrines of the high places.
They feared the LORD but also served their own gods, after
the manner of the nations from among whom they had
been carried away” (2 Kings 17:32-33)

Syncretism has been an ever present danger for God's
people from the beginning of time. Nevertheless, we may
say that there have been waves of syncretism throughout
history, with some periods more open to the danger of
syncretism than others. Today we live in one of those
syncretistic waves, especially in Africa. It is with this
concern I write this paper to alert my fellow brothers and
sisters in the Lord.

God was not happy with this. He said to the Israelites, “And
you shall not forget the covenant that I made with you. You
shall not fear other gods, but you shall fear the LORD your
God, and he will deliver you out of the hand of all your
enemies” (2 Kings 17:38-39).

Before posing the dangers of syncretism, it is necessary we
define what it is. Syncretism is the replacement of core or
important truths of the Gospel with non-Christian elements.
People who come from a non-Christian background are
often tempted to simply add Christianity to the religious
system from which they have come. The result is a mixture
of both religions. Syncretism is the name given to this
mixture of two or more religions together.

Surprisingly, the Israelites, however, would not give up the
practice of syncretism. “However, they would not listen but

they did according to their former manner” (2 Kings
17:40). It was because of this practice of pagan
worship that God sent them into captivity for seventy
years as a punishment (Jer. 25:5-11).

Characteristics of syncretism: Negatively, we may say that
syncretism is the denial of any unique revelation or
exclusive faith. Syncretism is rooted in the belief that all
theology is relative and biased. Positively, syncretism is the
attempt to unite, harmonize or fuse together the diverse
beliefs of one religion with the conflicting beliefs of another.
Syncretism is essentially unfaithful to one or the other
religion. The problem is not the adaptation of items by one
religion from another religion or culture. The problem is
that of taking something which is incompatible and
irreconcilable from one culture or religion and trying to
incorporate that into the other religion.

Long ago God warned His people, “You shall not do as
they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you
shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which
I am bringing you. You shall not walk in their statutes.”
(Lev. 18:3)
The reasons why Africans practice syncretism are not
hard to understand. Cultural renewal in Africa has
caused many people to try to rediscover their African
past. Since culture and religion are so closely related
in Africa, this has led to a return to traditional religious
practice. Along with this, emotional concerns for the
spiritual welfare of relatives who died before the
gospel came have caused many people, to try to justify
pre-Christian traditional religions. In the African world
view, God is often seen as distant and unapproachable.
It therefore seems quite reasonable that human
beings must relate to lesser spirits and divinities for
the ordinary problems of life and not bother God.

Syncretism incorporates elements of non-Christian religions,
assuming there is no qualitative difference between the
Christian faith and other faiths. Syncretism by
accommodation reduces or replaces the Gospel message.
Syncretistic soteriology claims that there are many ways to
reach the divine reality and that Christ's atoning sacrifice
need to be supplemented. It is believed that everyone is
under God's grace and can be saved (universalism). And
every world religion is under God's grace and can be a way
of salvation.

If you scratch underneath the surface, you would
discover in some cases the development of “African
Theology” was an effort to justify the practice of
traditional religions as a God-given preparation for the
Gospel of Christ. This has no support in Scripture.

There is no stronger statement than the reformation thesis
sola gratia and salvation is by faith alone, sola fide. The just
shall live by faith alone. “For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not a result of works so that no one may boast”
(Eph.2:8-9). The sacrifice of Christ by His atoning
substitutionary death is both efficient and sufficient. There
is nothing a sinner can do or required to do, except to
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

The trend toward liberal theology in many older
church denominations in Africa has also propagated a
mentality that it does not really matter what you
believe, as long as you are sincere. Many people who
follow Christ do so without understanding who He is
and why they are following Him. Maybe they
understand that He died to provide forgiveness for

A careful study of the Bible would lead you to see that the
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(1Tim. 2:5). This statement proves beyond doubt that
there is no other official mediator between God and
men whom God will accept, except Jesus Christ (Heb.
9:15). There is no other way of salvation, only the
God-man Jesus Christ could bring God and men
together.

their sins. But they do not understand that Jesus is
also Lord of the universe and has all the power in
heaven and on earth. They do not understand that He
alone is sufficient.
A Christian should seek to maintain a positive
testimony in whatever he does. For the sake of
honoring the Lord Jesus Christ, his or her conduct
should be above criticism at all times (Phil. 2:15).
Jesus said, “Let your light shine before men, that they
may see your good deeds, and praise your father in
heaven” (Matt. 5:16).

A mediator is someone who intervenes between two
parties to resolve a conflict or ratify a covenant. Jesus
Christ is the only “mediator” who can restore peace
between God and sinners.
Faced with the dangers of syncretism, we must know
and understand the biblical ingredients of the Gospel.
Paul too was aware of these dangers. Thus when the
Galatian Judaizers sought to add to the Gospel that
which was contradictory to it, Paul vigorously rejected
the false prophets, saying, “Let him be accursed”
(Gal.1:8). We can all too easily become guilty of
syncretism through accretions, adding non-biblical
practices and beliefs to the Christian message so as to
confuse and colour the core of the Gospel. Cultural
norms, local standards of behavior, and ecclesiastical
traditions may become part of the fundamentals of
the faith. These may then be accepted as inseparable
from basic Christianity. The remedy for syncretism is
to provide constant discipling of all believers by
grounding them in the Word and in the things of
Christ.

Many traditional religions believe that God cannot be
approached directly, but only through a mediator, such
as an ancestral spirit.
The question would be who can represent men before
God and who can represent God before men? Is it
possible to relate to God without using the mediation
of lesser spirits? Those who follow non-Christian
religions often believe that ancestral spirits, divinities,
prophets or other specialists will act as mediators
between human beings and God. The whole idea of
the need for spirit mediators in order to approach God
is a deception of demons (1 Tim. 4:1). What is
heartbreaking is this deception has kept some people
from a personal relationship with God through Jesus
Christ.
What does the Bible say? The Bible is most definitely
clear that, “There is one God, and there is one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus”

Member Ngobeni

We can sing with our Tsonga brothers and sisters about the Lord's return.
Siku ri wansa Hosi Yesu u ta vuya

(One day Lord Jesus will come back)

Hina cina cina; Hita cina cina na Yesu

(We will dance with Jesus) cina = dance

Siku ri wansa Hosi Yesu u ta vuya
Hina hi ta phokotela hi phokotela mavoko

(we will clap hand with Jesus)

Siku ri wansa Hosi Yesu u ta vuya
Hina hita yimbelela Hi yimbella na Yesu

(we will sing with Jesus)
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Understanding Culture Biblically
For Christians, obeying Christ's mandate in Matthew 28:18-20, crossing borders into foreign
cultures and interacting with people who are different, will be part of everyday life. It is a Christian's
obligation to study the culture of the people to whom he wishes to minister, but also assess his own
culture critically.
What is culture?
Firstly, culture can be defined as the languages, rituals, gestures and objects that people use to
think and communicate. Secondly, the ideas or mental map people have of their world which
provides them with a guide for their decisions and behavior. Thirdly, the products (houses, roads,
cars, food, clothing, furniture, etc.) which characterize that society.
Ignorance leads to Conflict
Failure to understand culture inevitably leads to misunderstandings and conflict.
Everyone grows up in a culture and is taught that his culture's way of doing things is the right way.
Anyone who does differently is not quite “civilized”. Our natural tendency would be to judge the
behavior of individuals in other cultures by the values and assumptions of our own.
The Core of Culture
We need to realize that at the center of every culture is a world-view. A world-view will always be
religious because it includes a form of divinity – either God, man or an idol. What the society
believes about God, sin, the nature and eternal destination of man, relationships, life, truth – to
name but a few – are the components of a world-view and will determine the patterns of behavior in
a culture.
Christians' primary culture is Christianity – all other cultural practices must bow to Biblical
standards. For example, the Bible is very clear about resolving family feuds, treating women with
respect, valuing life, protecting the sanctity of marriage, men being leaders, wives submitting to
their own husbands, and children respecting parental authority. However, many Christians do not
think twice about harboring grudges, treating women like objects, accepting abortion and divorce as
part of life, men being cowardly and shirking responsibility, wives resisting Biblical Commands, and
children rebelling against the God-given authority in families.
The Gospel and Culture
We must distinguish between the Gospel and culture. If we do not, we will be in danger of making
our culture the message. Therefore, every one of us must honestly and critically examine our own
culture in the light of Scripture; every generation is responsible to reform their own culture
according to the Bible. “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect” Romans 12:2. Christians are in danger of blindly following culture and not thinking
Biblically about the things they do and decide. For example, would you be able to provide Biblical
support for: the kind of entertainment you consume, how you manage your time, how you set your
life-goals, the career that you pursue, the way you function in your family and church?
Conclusion
Christians are called to be disciple-makers, faithful
to the Word of God. Therefore, we have an obligation
to study and understand the Bible to accurately
communicate the Gospel as well as apply the Bible to
every area of our lives in order to have a
continuously reformed culture.

David Frew
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Angola Bible Translation Wycliffe Associates
Angola. The nation of 10 million buried mines! The result of 40
years of civil war! Amid violence, danger, brutality, and poverty,
fearful that the next step would be on a hidden land mine, travel around Angola is dangerous and
extremely slow. Even worse, thousands have never heard even a word of Scripture in their own
language. Yet, in this poverty stricken country, littered with land mines and ruins of war, God
opens the door. He opens the door for more than 40 language groups needing Bible translation
starts. And the people are ready — just waiting to hear the gospel! It’s uncharted territory. It takes
faith. It takes financial support and it takes prayer. The need is huge, but God has provided
Wycliffe Associates with a brand-new opportunity to launch and advance Bible translation in
Angola.
Wycliffe Associates has already taken the first steps. Volunteers have built the basic translation
facilities. A small duplex. A hand-dug well with a water pump and a water tower provides the
facility with running water. A generator provides the power, though only a temporary solution. Two
cell signal amplification units provide communication and Internet access for the translation work
that’s getting started. Our partners there tell us that every investment in Angola is already reaping
immediate and eternal rewards. God’s Word brings hope and healing to some tribal leaders
invited to the first Bible Story Workshop. Attendees arrived in their native dress from four nearby
language groups, wary of each other, and distant.
A workshop trainer said “Some of these language groups had been at war with each other not too
long ago. But as the Word of God began to penetrate into their hearts, we could see a
transformation take place before our eyes! “At night everyone gathered around the fire to worship
together, dance, and retell the stories from Scripture. After the first day of story time and worship,
things quickly changed. Suspicions were laid aside. You could see that they all felt united as
brothers and sisters in Jesus. It was a truly joyous time each
night, a small preview of what is to come in heaven.”
What a beginning! God has opened the door. Will you come
with us? Your prayers, your support are critical as Wycliffe
Associates supports translation efforts in Angola.
Excerpt from the Wycliffe website. For more information on
what they do and where they work go to:
http://www.wycliffeassociates.org/

Africa in the Bible:
Mat 27:32 ESV As they went out, they found a man
of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man
to carry his cross.
Acts 2:10 ESV ... Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
Acts 13:1 ESV Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas,
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod
the tetrarch, and Saul.
Psa 68:31 ESV Nobles shall come from Egypt; Cush shall hasten to stretch out her hands
to God.
and see page 16 as well.
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The first missionary to Africa:
Acts 8:26-39 ESV Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Rise and go toward
the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is a desert
place. And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court
official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her
treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his
chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip,
"Go over and join this chariot." So Philip ran to him and heard him reading
Isaiah the prophet and asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" And
he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to come
up and sit with him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was
this: "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer
is silent, so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth."
And the eunuch said to Philip, "About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?" Then Philip opened his mouth,
and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. And
as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch
said, "See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?" And he
commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip
and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more,
and went on his way rejoicing.

Graduation Conference
Friday, the 28th of November 2014
Come and share in the joy of seeing well-equiped Pastors for Africa, graduating.
Messages by Joel James at 10:00, 11:45 and 14:15
Ladies session at 11:45
Tea for wives of Graduates: 14:00 at the Raley’s house
Graduation Ceremony at 19:00
Except for the Graduates-wives’ tea (which is exclusively for them), all members of
CBC are invited and welcome to attend the ceremony as well as all sessions. If you
would like to enjoy the lunch (at 13:00) and supper (at 17:15), please register
beforehand at the church office. Likewise, if you can help with preparing or serving
meals, and/or accommodation, please inform the ladies in the church office.
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My Africa
My Africa is a continent with possibility
Yet so struck with fear and traditions
It has so much diversity in culture and nature
So much to offer
If only you care to look and see
There are the bustling concrete jungles
But I prefer the one with fresh air
Sky high trees, vast open spaces
The lion's roar at night at the hyaena’s laughter
Birdsong for your morning alarm call
The smell of dust and the fresh petrichor
when the clouds above are thundering
and after the storm is the beautiful rainbow
The antelope runs around so gracefully, yet knowing
the silent predator may hide in the marula tree
the little kids play around with cars made of twigs and mud
and are too happy to take your picture with a camera of stone
Their smile so shiny white and bright and face full of dust
Once they have grown they realize life is hard
and our lives are but a vapour.
It is not an easy walk on this beautiful continent
but it is still a good life, a good moment.
What is to come, we often think of
Do they even wonder of the afterlife?
If there is such a thing as the afterlife?
How to get there?
Where is their hope?
Do they have dreams?
Do they trust our message that we bring them
of our Lord Jesus - who created all this beauty- and them?
or is it just the mulungo's Jesus?
Do they even realize He came and died for them too?
Riana Odendaal
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In considering the call to Dave Beakley to take on the task
of Senior Pastor of CBC, the Elders took into consideration
the following:
A passionate love for the Lord and His Word;
An excellent teacher;
Biblically qualified for the position of Pastor;
Possesses leadership abilities;
Has very definite goals and vision for the church and it's ministries;
Shows great empathy to people in need;
Able to minister to people and mentor them where necessary;
Leads by example;
Is a good listener and team player;
Is doctrinally strong and theologically soundly rooted and grounded;
Has a wife dedicated to the Lord, to Dave and to service in the kingdom;
Defends the truth with great boldness and conviction;
Acknowledges his shortcomings;
His calling to the ministry is clear;
Is a man of integrity;
His family, and how he leads them, is very important to him.
We continue to trust in the Lord to lead us in all aspects of our ministries at CBC and trust that
we will always bear Dave and Carol up in our prayers on a daily basis.
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Church Life
and humour

Heb 10:23-25 ESV Let us hold fast the
confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who promised is
faithful. And let us consider how to
stir up one another to love and good
works, not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the
more as you see the Day drawing
near.

Suggested Themes
on which to focus in
the upcoming issues
of CBC COURANT:
- Christian Disciplines
- Asia
- The Middle East
- The Attributes of God
- The West
- The 5 “solas”
(In Christ alone, by faith alone, grace alone,
Scripture alone, glory to God alone)

Family camp pictures
by Charles Stander
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For most of us, when we think of
orphanages, we think of small babies that
are soon placed in permanent families.
However there are a large number of older
orphans that have no hope of adoption. I
met Rosie in 2012. She was 16 years old
and in a government orphanage in
Zimbabwe. A few months ago she turned
18 and was faced with being forced to leave
the orphanage because she "aged out". She
had no family and no where to go. She
didn't pass Matric for various reasons and
had no hope of a job in a country where
the jobless rate is so very high. Thankfully,
a local pastor, with 3 daughters of his own
took her into his home and made her a part
of his family. I was excited to see Rosie
again this month when I joined my US
church once again in an outreach trip to
Zimbabwe. My US Church is in partnership
with Pastor Jabulani from Nketa Baptist
Church and founder of Hope Ministries
based in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. As I've seen
Pastor Jabulani take Rosie into his family I
am humbled at the way he "practices what
he preaches". It was a joy for Edwin and I
to be in Zimbabwe and serve together with
my American church family from East
White Oak Bible Church and Pastor
Jabulani's team. We were not only busy
ministering in orphanages but also visiting
local schools to share the Gospel. Team
members were also teaching and training
at a Pastor's Conference, hosted by Hope
Ministries. A highlight of the trip was to
visit a new orphan project in the rural area
of Binga. We saw the future sight of "New
Hope Home" where the community is
coming together to help orphans. Hope
Ministries is currently building a church
there and have future plans to build
accommodation for house parents and
orphans. They also have a vegetable
garden and a small field of maize where
they are growing produce to sell to pay
school fees for orphans in the community.
It was an amazing experience and we were
so thankful to see first hand what God is
doing in the church and in the lives of
people in Zimbabwe.
Jenny Kohlrus
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David
Livingstone:
When someone asked David
Livingstone why he became a
missionary to Africa, he replied, "I
was compelled by the love of
Christ." A medical doctor,
missionary, preacher, African
explorer, humanitarian, and fighter
against the slave trade, David Livingstone went
fearlessly to places other outsiders had never gone and,
from the obscurity of the remote African interior, became
one of the most celebrated heroes of his era.
Born into a poor family of five children in Blantyre,
Scotland, young David went to work at age 10. After
working a 14-hour day at a cotton factory spinning jenny,
he would go to night school for two more hours. With his
first week's wages he bought a Latin text and propped it
on his machine so he could study while working.
Before he was 21, he had committed his life to Christ as
a medical missionary. He studied medicine and theology
in Glasgow, and at 27 he was sent by the London
Missionary Society to South Africa as both a doctor and
an ordained minister. Arriving in l841 he trekked north
600 miles to Kuruman, thus beginning a life of walking
that would take him more than 29,000 miles back and
forth across Africa's vast
interior. At Kuruman, he served
in the station of the noted
missionary Robert Moffat,
before venturing further into the
interior of Africa; Botswana,
Zambia, etc.
Excerpt from:

A few snippets of
Africa-info from
Operation World:
Africa is the greatest remaining challenge
for Bible translation.
Unreached people groups of Africa:
- Berbers of North Africa (Imazighen,
Kabyle, Shilha, Shawiya & Tuareg).
- In West Africa: Wolof, Jola, Beafada,
Nalu, Mandingo, Jula, Soso-Yalunka &
Wassulunke. Soninke-Bozo peoples of
Senegal and Mali. Songhai-Zarma
peoples of Mali and Niger.
- Fulbe (Pulaar & Fulani); nomads from
Senegal to Sudan.
- Volta-Gur peoples (165 ethnic groups)
of Cote d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Ghana,
Benin and Togo.
- The Hausa, mostly from Niger and
Northern Nigeria; a major challenge.
- Chadian peoples; central Nigeria, north
Cameroon, Chad and Sudan.
- Kanuri-Kanembu in northwest Nigeria
and Chad (the least reached cluster of
peoples in the Sahel; the are just south of
the Sahara). They, and the related Teda
and Daza of north Chad, have no known
churches.
- The Cushitic-Horn of Africa peoples of
Sudan, Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia:
Somali, Beja, Saho-Afar, and the Nubians.
- The East Coast peoples of Kenya,
Tanzania, Mozambique and Malawi (e.g.
Yao and Zaramo).
- The Pygmy peoples
of the central African
forests.
- and the Cape-Malay.

www.christianity.com

Persecution in Africa:
17 of the top 50 countries on the World Watch list, are in Africa. However, persecution is not
limited to the countries on the list. It happens even in our own country, South Africa, and our
neighbouring countries like Zimbabwe and Mozambique. Jan Pit relates several stories of
persecution in Africa in his book, “Persecution: It will never happen here?” One story is
about Benjamin Dube, evangelist in Soweto, who was stabbed to death because he preached
the Gospel. After this murder, his wife and children kept on preaching the Gospel, urging people
to forgive. Even one of his murderers accepted Christ, and was forgiven by the Dube family.
Rev 12:11 ESV And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.
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Hey kids
As you have probably seen in most stores that there are christmas decorations up. Have
you wondered what is christmas really about? Does santa claus and the tree really have
anything to do with the real reason for christmas?? We, as Christians celebrate christmas
because Jesus, who was promised for many years as the Saviour to come, was born, and
at Christmas we celebrate His birth. We are thankful to God for showing once again His
faithfulnes in keeping His promise of sending a Saviour. Let us just remember that this is
the true reason for the season.
Some of you might receive gifts from your family. Be grateful for that. There are some
kids that won't receive any nice gifts or any gift at all with christmas. Some of them don't
even have food to eat. Some of us might be able to help others that are in such
situations, and others might not be able to help these people. But one thing we all can
do, is to pray for them. Pray that they
would receive the gift that Jesus came to
give to us, with his birth and His life, His
death and resurrection. Yes we can pray
that people would help them out, now in
this life with food and clothes and such
like needs, but what they need most is for
their eternal life to be secured in our Lord
Jesus who gave us the gift of eternal life
with Him, because He came,was born in a
manger, and died on a cruel cross to pay
for your sins and mine, so that we can
celebrate eternity with Him.
This is the greatest gift of all time and is
the real reason for Christmas.
You can ask daddy or mommy to read to
you the story of Jesus’ birth from the
Bible. It is in Luke 1- 2, Matt 1- 2.
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Psalms 67:1-7 ESV
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his
face to shine upon us, that your way may be known on
earth, your saving power among all nations. Let the
peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples
praise you! Let the nations be glad and sing for
joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon
earth. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! The
earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us. God shall bless us; let all the
ends of the earth
fear him!

On Tuesday morning, the 4th of November 2014, the Lord came to
fetch our dad, granddad and great granddad, Ian Oswald
Jannasch, at the age of 81. We had the privilege to be near and to
do more and more for him as he got weaker over the past 4 months.
He was such an example to all of us in everything he did
throughout his life. He lived a godly life and was a real
gentleman. The Lord blessed them with a Godly marriage of 58
years, still holding hands until the end. He could say, “for to me,
to live is Christ and to die is gain”
In the end, he responded very seldom, but when my mom told him
he can go to Jesus, the Lord will take care of her, he answered
“yes” without hesitating.
Through our grief, we rejoice for we know he is with the LORD in
heaven, singing and praising God (in the end he couldn't sing
anymore, he just whistled along!).
I pray that everyone who read this, are sure about their future in
heaven so that all His children will praise Him around His throne
one day and give Him the glory for ever and ever!!! AMEN.
Jannasch-family
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Testimony
I grew up going to church, but the church in which I grew up did not emphasise Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and the only
way to God. The church focused more on works rather than salvation by grace through faith in Christ. The focus was more on
Old Testament teachings as if Christ has not yet come. One example of Old Testament activities, that are still carried out in the
church, is the offering of sacrifices (e.g. if you have found healing in the church or want healing or if you need cleansing, you
have to offer a sacrifice). It is also acceptable to worship both God and ancestors. Should you need to attend to matters that
relate to ancestral worship, you can be excused for a certain period of time and then get back to church for cleansing first,
before you can join everyone again for worship. The practice of paying indulgences is still carried out as well. People pay these
for themselves and for family members who have passed away, as a way to get to heaven. With this type of a church
background, I knew about God and believed that He existed, but I did not know the way to Him. I knew I could call out to Him in
times of trouble and that He answers prayers. I believed that I was in the right standing with Him because I went to church, I
was obedient to my parents, respected everyone and was not involved in most of the unacceptable things in which my peers
were involved. I did not really acknowledge the need for God in my life, except at those times when I was in trouble or going
through a difficult time.
The same applied at home. I was brought up in a setting where there was time for God and church, but certain matters
required the attention of ancestors. My father feels strongly about ancestral worship, and we all went to church, except him.
The general belief at home was that God exists, He is powerful but not all powerful, because there are certain things that He
cannot do. Hence, help is needed from ancestors. Growing up, my father was the only breadwinner. He worked in
Johannesburg and would come home every month end. I did not like that setting, because we were dependent upon him and I
used to worry, thinking what will happen to us if something were to happen to him.
So my goal in life was to get a good education (and then a good job) so that I can be independent financially. That is what kept
me going in life; success. During my first year of varsity (2004) that was shaken when things started to get really tough, and I
wasn't excelling in school like I did in high school. To me that meant my life was falling apart, because I had set my hope on a
good education and success; to have a good life or to matter. I started realising that there had to be more to life, because what I
was hoping in, proved to be unreliable and unfulfilling. I would pray about this, because if there is one thing I knew about God
was that He is an ever present help in times of trouble. Around the same time a friend of mine and I decided that we are going
to do something with our lives outside of school (live a little) since we had been cooped up in res, studying but we are still not
doing well in school. This included going to church so that we can feel good about ourselves. June that very same year we
bumped into three ladies from a ministry called Campus Outreach and they invited us to a winter conference they were
hosting. What attracted us, on the pamphlet they gave us, were all the fun activities in which we could participate at this
conference. They also wrote something about biblical teaching at the corner of the pamphlet but we were not interested in
that; we just wanted to go have fun.
Indeed we had a lot of fun at this conference, but it also was the first time that I got to spend a weekend with a group of young
people who genuinely loved God. They were singing, and praising God, with sincerity. I could see that they had an
understanding of the things they were singing about and the God to whom they were singing. I had a lot of questions from the
sermons that were preached there and the quiet time verses we had to do every morning. The one verse in particular was John
14:6: Jesus answered, “I am the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the father except through me”. From that I learned
for the first time that Jesus is the only way to God. There is nothing that I could ever do that would make me earn salvation
from God, it is a free gift, Eph. 2:8-9: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is a
gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast”. The ladies who invited us to the conference sat down with me and
explained in detail what is meant by those verses, and that what is required for me to be saved is to repent and believe. This
was completely different to what I grew up learning in church and at home. I thought I had access to God by being a good child
and doing “good”. It was at this conference that I prayed to receive Christ in my life. Romans 10:9-10: “That if you confess with
your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your
heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved." 2 Cor.5:17 “Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come”.
When we got back to campus me and my friend (who also got saved at the same conference) got plugged into a church in
Pretoria and we started attending a Bible study on campus. That is how I started growing in my walk with God. And change
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started because the more I grow in the knowledge of God, the more my sins are being exposed and the need for Him grows
even more. Ten years later; the Lord continues to grow me in my walk with Him and it is only by His grace that to date I continue
to follow Him.
Since I got saved it has always been easy for me to be Christian when I am away from home, because I am surrounded by
other believers, people who are like-minded. But at home it is still a challenge because we believe in different things. My
mother and youngest brother continue to go to the same church I grew up in and my other brother follows my father in
ancestral worship. My father would like it if we all follow him and take part with him in his ancestral worship activities.
He often indicates that he does not have a problem with me being Christian, but he believes I still need protection from
ancestors because God alone is not enough. I am often challenged to give reason for the faith that I have: 1 Peter 3:15
”but in your hearts honour Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defence to anyone who asks you for a
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect”.
I am thankful for the teachings we receive every Sunday and Wednesday at church because I am able to give reason from
God's word. I know we serve a God who is all powerful and we recently looked at Hebrews 10:1-4 at our Bible study: “For
the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same
sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near. Otherwise, would they not have
ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of
sins? But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to
take away sins.” And I have confidence in the complete work of Christ on the cross and I understand why there is no need
for us to keep doing those things that we did at home and in our church. I have come to learn that it's a constant fight to
stay rooted in Christ, but what a joy it is to know that I do not have to do this from my own strength; I can live in complete
dependence on Him.
Prayer Request: Please pray for my family; pray for their salvation, that they may come to know Christ.
My mother and youngest brother still go to the same church in which I grew up, but they are not receiving
any good teaching; in fact they are being led astray. Pray for my father and older brother, please pray that
God would convict them, for they know the truth but choose to suppress it in their hearts; Romans 1:1923. Pray for me that God will give me boldness and strength to share the Gospel with them, not to get
tired of doing so and that I will stand firm in Christ when my faith is being challenged.

Dorcas Rakgalakane

TWR 40 years in Africa:
TWR (also known as Trans World Radio) transmitter site went on the air Nov. 1, 1974, with programs offering
practical information and daily advice along with sound biblical teaching to a large portion of Africa. Today the
transmitter in Swaziland broadcasts in 34 languages.
"When TWR Swaziland signed on the air 40 years ago, who would have imagined the impact the
station has had on the entire continent of Africa?” TWR president Lauren Libby said. “From the very beginning
days, the ministry has been a miracle! The very sand that the station is constructed from was literally a gift
from God. So as we celebrate 40 years of changed lives, we pause again and thank God for making this ‘big
voice’ for Jesus in Africa possible."
TWR Africa, with headquarters outside Johannesburg, coordinates a busy radio schedule broadcast
from Swaziland and featuring many internationally renowned broadcasters as well as regionally produced and
focused programs such as Witness at the Water, Africa Challenge, Foundations for Farming and Tools for
Wise Leadership. In addition to the Manzini broadcasts, TWR Africa reaches out to at least 40 nations through
local AM and FM stations, satellite transmission and digital media.
A listener in a restricted African country wrote to producers of Women of Hope, “We are listening to
your program in a group. As you know there is no church in our place, so we hear God’s word from your
program only. We are encouraged and blessed by your program especially the spiritual part. Please pray for
us … because if anyone knows that we are listening to a spiritual program, we will be in trouble.”
The Manzini operation comprises three 100-kilowatt transmitter, a 50-kilowatt transmitter and five
antenna arrays. The staff was honored during a transmitter dedication ceremony in 1999 to hear the remarks
of the Swaziland king, Mswati III Ngwenyama: “TWR’s broadcasts to Africa have helped to put Swaziland on
the map of the world. Everywhere the listeners know that TWR broadcasts from Manzini, Swaziland.”
People wishing to know more about TWR Africa’s diverse media outreach or interested in learning how
they can support the ministry, should visit TWRAfrica.org.
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THE AFRICAN COMMUNITY
African tradition membership to community is what
gives significance to individuals. Thus it is said, a man
without lineage is like a grasshopper without wings.
Each individual gains his/her meaning and identity from
being part of the group. Each person is because the
other person is. Each person exists because the other
person exists. Thus the Zulu idiom-'umuntu ngumuntu
ngabantu.' I am, because you are' or put it another way,
'I belong, therefore I exist,' as opposed to the Western
measure of humanity 'I think, therefore I am.' In the
African mind, it is better to 'lose' individualism in order
to gain a community. You will often hear someone say, I
am going for my father's funeral, then in two years' time
he says again, he is going to his father's funeral. It goes
back to the principle of community.

To the African, God creates humans in a community,
never as individuals. In the African mind, it is better to
'lose' individualism in order to 'gain' a community. The
idea of “we” and “us” is entrenched in Africans right
from childhood, so that as they grow they know that
they belong to, and must function within, the
community in which they are rooted. That is why when
an individual in the community buys a car, the whole
community celebrates. It is not my car but our car,
because it will ferry the sick uncles, aunties etc., to the
hospital. The individual “I” and “me” is understood
from the perspective of “we” and “us.” Westerners'
individualism is abhorrent in traditional African society.

The community shapes and regulates moral life and
behaviour. It is in the community that the taboos and
the rules of marriage, sex, war, farming, leadership,
values and beliefs are defined.

Africans argue that if God had wanted human beings to
live and function only as individuals, he would never
have arranged for them to be born into families. This

Having observed what the African community is and its
function, we shall look at its strength and weakness.

leads us to the question, what is the African
community?

Strength:
The African community reflects
what human race was created for,
community. God created the first
community and then formed a
covenant people. When God
called Abraham, the idea of a
community was central to his
call: I will make of you a great
nation, and I will bless you, and
make your name great, so that
you will be a blessing” (Gen.
12:2). In the book of Exodus, the
idea of a community is again
stressed when God tells the newly liberated Israelites, I
will take you as my people, and I will be your God”
(Exod.6:7). The Christian life is one of community as
well (Acts 2:42-47). The African community is a caring
and sharing community. In this light, an African will
relate easily to Christianity because it also stresses the
“one another” already present in his world view.

African community may be defined
as a family which entails not just
the wife, husband and immediate
children, but includes everyone
related to husband and wife, the
couple’s parents, brothers, sisters,
uncles, aunts, cousins, nephews,
grandparents, clans-men, tribesmen at large and the “living dead”.
The life in the community is to be
enjoyed and experienced in
fullness. Each member is made
acutely aware that individual life
and happiness are not possible in isolation and apart
from other people, because life is something communal
and can only be manifested properly and adequately in a
network of interdependencies between persons and
community. Accordingly, in all of life's pursuits,
Africans will always strive to maintain a dynamic
relationship with extended family, clan or tribe,
including the ancestors, God and nature.

Weaknesses:
The African saying: “I am because we are,” or “because
we are, therefore I am,” clearly shows that a person's
identity is not important: on his own the individual is a
mere shadow of the community. He can find fulfilment
only by conforming to the expectations of the
community. When it comes to making important
decisions, for example, the individual has no will of his
own; he has to submit to the collective will of the

The function of the community:
The community is designed for harmony. Whatever
encourages the maintenance of harmony, such as
ceremony and communal ritual, supports and
strengthens community. Therefore, idiosyncrasies,
withdrawal or undue publicity are feared.
The community gives significance to the individual. In
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wrong. He is holy, perfect and tells us we are to be
perfect too. The church is a spiritual entity, conceived by
the Father (Eph.1:3-6), built by Christ (Matt.16:18), and
indwelt by the Holy Spirit (Eph.2:19-22). The church is
God's primary vehicle for manifesting his character and
teaching us how we should live with one another in this
world and the one to come. The church, which is the
redeemed community, should, therefore, play a decisive
role in moulding the life of the believer. This is done as
members of the community, or the fellowship of
believers, are taught in their faith and shown how they
may minister to one another. Individuals will also
nourish themselves with the word, but they will do this
as part of the whole community.

community; consequently his initiative and
innovativeness are inhibited. This overt focus on
community easily creates an idol which supersedes
biblical living. Because the place of man in community
is so intrinsically connected with meaning (the therefore
I am” level), the temptation is to take Christianity the
same way. Though community is important in
Christianity, it is ultimately the communion one has with
God that is the prime focus, one which we as Christians
define our worth and sense at the core. In a case in which
the community is overstressed, compromises on biblical
truths are observed and syncretism starts to creep in,
because of the greater respect for tradition and people.
There is overt and covert pressure to conform to
community norms.

Remember then, when sharing the Gospel, an African is
afraid to lose this value of Ubuntu / community and so
the gospel that is clouded with values of individualism
will naturally repel an African. Our gospel should
emphasize that the blood of Jesus brings us together as a
community of believers in his Church (Eph.2:11-13, 1822). We need to make it clear that followers of Christ
belong to a new family that can relate to God in a
personal way.

Therefore, the balance is to know that our service is for
“one another” and that our worth is not defined by our
status in the community, but over what Christ has done
for us on the cross and who He is to us. This can only be
expressed within the redeemed community which, is the
church. The church is a community of believers who
embody and live out kingdom values as Jesus taught
them. Their essence is found first in their relationship to
the living ancestor king, Jesus Christ, and second in their
obedience to the will of the King explicitly stated in the
Scripture. Simply stated: they are Christ centred and
Bible based. He is the creator and owner of all things,
He sets the standards, He determines what is right and

Andrew Isiaho

Put babies in a bin to give them hope
Statistically speaking every day in greater Johannesburg three babies are abandoned. They are either dumped on
the dump site, or garbage bin, left in the veld or even hospital, or in a dirty forgotten alley somewhere obscure
where the mother hopes no-one will see. But these are precious little children and if no one takes care of them, they
will die, with no love, no family and no hope. In 1999 the Berea Baptist Church decided to do something about
these shocking statistics. They made a “hole in the wall” and a baby bin was installed. This “bin” has a mattress and
blanket in, and an alert would be sent immediately to staff to collect the baby from the “bin”. These desperate
women who wanted to dump their babies could put their babies in the baby bin, and so ensure that they would be
looked after and taken care of. The word spread and more babies came through various way, even the police would
bring to them the babies found on dump sites and left in the veld to die. These children would be brought up
knowing love and hope for a future, and eternal hope as they get to hear
and feel the Love of God. Many of these babies are adopted. This
children's mission is known as “Door of Hope Children's mission.”
For more information on them, and how you
can support them through big and small ways,
and prayer requests , check their website:
www.doorofhope.co.za
www.2foryes.com and Facebook:
www.facebook.com/doorofhopeSA
Riana Odendaal
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MY CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY
Before coming to the Lord, I was deeply rooted in my Luhya Culture, which is very animistic. I was taught to
believe that what really gives meaning to life is belonging to a community, without which one will be
considered like a grasshopper without wings. The community included my parents, brothers, sisters,
grandparents, uncles, aunties, clansmen and tribesmen at large and of course the “living dead”. Therefore,
whatever one does, whether it is marriage, ownership of property, etc. the community must be at peace with
him. This meant one could not make a serious decision without consulting and involving others in the
community. Individual decisions were not encouraged. For my grandfather, Christianity was a white man's
religion, and therefore, warned us against Western influence. As a child I was always reminded of our own
“God” who used to be very close to us, but we made him angry and so he went into hiding. The only way to get
to him is through our ancestors.
I was made to believe that ancestors continue to “live” and function on behalf of the living as they are kept in
the memory of the living. Therefore, we were to honor them through offering libation and sacrifices. We were
to observe taboos and if by any chance you broke one, the punishment by the spirit of the ancestor was to
befall you by causing deformity, infertility, curse and lack of success in life. Most of these teachings were
passed on to me during my initiation school. It was here that I was immersed in my Luhya traditions. Many of
the tactics or technics used in this initiation school are to do with social control mechanisms, whose goal is to
instill fear so that one submits to all the rules subscribed by the community. Most of the teachings drove me
further away from searching the true living God and His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ remained a foreign
concept to me, and any relationship with Him would make no sense.
At the cross: It was in this state of fear and confusion that the Lord saw my misery as I was in my own strength
trying again and again to break this bondage. He sent someone who invited me for a youth camp. It was at this
camp I heard a clear gospel message presented for the first time. I was convicted and I took it to heart to
rethink my beliefs and where I was going to end with this kind of belief and practices. I broke before God and
sought to understand which would be the true way to follow. The more I did this, the more God sent people to
remind me of the gospel I had just heard and there was no short cut to it. God meant what He said. It was not
after long that when the scales fell off my eyes and I realized I was on the wrong path. Right then I repented
and placed my faith in Christ, Who gave himself once and for all as a sacrifice for my sins. I turned from my
wrong beliefs, worship of idols and sins to a true living God Who has revealed himself to us in creation, His
word and more specifically in His Son Jesus Christ. I was made to understand that it is impossible for the blood
of bulls, goats, sheep and chickens to take a way sins. I did not need any animal sacrifice for my sins and
protection, because I get sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once and for all. I did not
need any other mediator, for there is only one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who
gave himself as a ransom for all. Having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time and sat down at the right hand
of God.
After my conversion: I have been forgiven and brought near.
As to my life: My life, my heart, my thinking, my desires and my goals changed. I desire to please God more
than I do with anyone else in life. I fear God more than I fear anyone else in life. I understand the purpose in life
is to glorify God, enjoy Him forever and make Him known in this fallen world.
As to my relationship with God: Christ has made peace between me and my God, and one thing I know is that I
stand before God because of the righteousness of Christ, not my own. I am not under condemnation.
As to my growth: Though this initial change took place in my life back in 1983, I still struggle with a remnant of
sin in my life. But I make it my goal as a Christian to continue growing more and more into Christlikeness. This I
do with endurance, as I hope in the glory to come. Maturity in Christ is expected of me, this way I will reflect
Christ more in my life and thus influence others for Christ.
As to the relationship with my parents: It was tough at the beginning when I renounced those traditions that
went against Scripture. Whenever I would refuse to participate in the sacrifices, I would be insulted, cursed and
pronounced a useless human being, who does not value that which gives real meaning to life.

28

They mistook my Christian beliefs for Western influence. I was viewed as a fool, following strange foreign ideas
that had no meaning at all. This was painful to me and at times I was tempted to drop Christianity and revert to
my traditions. I was afraid to be singled out as a fool, following foreign ideas and not sticking to our own. But
the words of Christ in Luke 9:23-24 did not leave me at peace. So I prayed to Him to give me strength to keep
my wish, deny myself, take up his cross and follow him without hesitation. The Lord, in his faithfulness, has
granted me strength and made me a strong witness in my family. He used my witness to impact my
grandparents who died knowing that Christ is indeed
Lord. My mother has acknowledged Jesus as Lord and
my two cousins, with whom I grew closely together,
have turned to the Lord and are currently serving Him.
Most of my family members have come to fear Jesus
because He is the charm who has repelled all the
curses they pronounced at me.
Jesus is Lord. There is no other.
Andrew Isiaho

Nubian gold jewelry from 1st Century BC. (Nubians are from
Sudan and Southern Egypt. The Nuba Mountains are in Sudan)

My Sudanese Sister
Meriam Ibrahim was born in 1987. Her father was Muslim and her mother Christian. Her father later left
her mother, and her mother then brought the children up in the Christian faith. She married a Christian
man in 2011. She was turned into the authorities by a family member who falsely accused her of adultery,
because she married a Christian man. On 15 May 2014, under Sharia law she was sentenced to death for
apostacy for “turning away from Islam to another religion” although she was a Christian her whole life. She
was given time to convert back to Islam, but on refusing this, they put her in prison. At the time she was far
pregnant and gave birth to her baby girl – in the prison. Her story came out and Christians around the
world started praying for her, and petitioning to the Sudanese government. On 24 June she was freed from
prison, however the next day on her and her family wanting to exit the country with US visas being granted
to them, they were arrested at the airport, as being a security risk. They were interogated again. Later on
they hid in the US embassy's building until it was safe for them to flee the country. At the end of July they
went to Rome, Italy and later on to America. She now will be starting a ministry for other women who are
victims of Christian persecution. There are other Miriam's whose
stories do not neccesarily come out but they still need our prayers
and our help in whatever way we can.
-

Faith is life, If you do not have faith, you do not have life. –
Meriam Ibrahim.

Riana Odendaal
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Kisses from Katie
What happens when a young American girl obeys the Lord's call to go, to cross the ocean
and be His hands, His feet, and share His message of hope to others, before they die in
eternal damnation, and here on earth of hunger or some illness. Katie Davis's life
changed when she moved to Uganda and she could change hundreds of other persons'
lives. It definitely was not the easy thing for her to do, but the Lord rarely asks us to do
easy things. But in those hard places where He asks us to go to, He is there with us .
He first changed her life in her moving to Uganda, and then used her greatly in changing
other people's lives, in sharing the gospel with them firstly and then with the
various other aspects of her ministry such as the school sponsorship program. In
her book “Kisses from Katie”, she wrote her story of her life in Uganda and
adopting 13 little girls, starting the Amazima ministries (”Amazima” means
“Truth” in Luganda; see www.amazima.org) where she obtains sponsors for
hundreds of kids to be able to go to school.
Worldwide, there are 143 million orphans and abandoned children, and another
11 million starving to death or dying from disease. Add to that another 8.5
million child slaves and 2.3 million with HIV.
Balance that with 2.1 billion Christians, who
have the love of God, poured out in their hearts.
Do we all have to become “Katies”? Do we all have to adopt an AIDS-baby? Just like in
missions, there are many threads that are part of this “web of caring”. Some are
needed to go and live amongst the needy, like Katie does. Obviously, many, many
more are needed to do that. Hundreds of others are needed to pray, encourage and
support financially, while others have to coordinate, administrate, promote and so on. As
believers, we are the body of Christ. Each of us
are called and gifted for something in order to
bring Him, our Head and King, glory. We should
not ask ourselves if we should be like Katie (the
answer just might be yes!). Rather ask: “Lord,
what would you have me to do?”
Riana and Cornie Odendaal

To advertise in the
CBC Courant:

Where did the
Continent of Africa
get its name?

Please send the info and
any instructions to:
cornie@callidendron.co.za

A clan of Berbers, called the
“Afri” lived in the area of
Carthage. The Romans
called the area “Africa”, and
eventually the name was
extended to the entire
continent.

Fees:
A voluntary donation
towards the printing costs.
Note:
Donations are welcome
without ads, as well.
Pay at church office
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Dead Aid

The author of this book, “Dead Aid”, Dambisa Moyo, was
born and raised in Lusaka, Zambia. She holds a Masters
from Harvard and a PhD in Economics from Oxford.
The main message is that aid is not helping Africa, but
rather harming; creating more poverty and
corruption. During the last 60 years, Africa has
been “helped” down the drain (in Afrikaans: “van
die wal af in die sloot”).

How does aid damage an economy, and empoverish the people
even more? An example from the book:
“There's a mosquito net maker in Africa. He manufactures around 500
nets a week. He employs ten people, who (as with many African countries) each have
to support upwards of fifteen relatives. However hard they work, they can't make enough
nets to combat the malaria-carrying mosquito. Enter vociferous Hollywood movie star who rallies the
masses, and goads Western governments to collect and send 100,000 mosquito nets to the affected
region, at a cost of a million dollars. The nets arrive, are distributed, and a 'good' deed is done. With
the market flooded with foreign nets, however, our mosquito net maker is prompty put out of
business. His ten workers can no longer support their 150 dependants (who are now forced to depend
on handouts), and one mustn't forget that in a maximum of five years the majority of the imported
nets will be torn, damaged and of no further use.” Makes you think, doesn’t it?
Dambisa Moyo suggests better ways, such as bonds, loans and stimulating the local economy. I will
quote from the book again:
“It is worth pointing out that there has been some notable success with a concept known as
'conditional cash transfers'; these are cash payments (in a sense, bonuses) made to give the poor an
incetive to perform tasks that could help them escape poverty (for example, good school attendance,
working a certain number of hours, improving test scores, seeing a doctor). The idea of conditional
cash transfers has been met with much success in developing countries such as Brazil, Mexico,
Nicaragua and Peru (a similar programme is now being tested in the boroughs of New York City).
Studies show the schemes have been instrumental in decreasing malnutrition, increasing school
attendance and decreasing child labour.
“The genius of conditional cash transfer programmes (certainly in the context of developing
countries) is threefold: they circumvent the government (bureaucracy and corruption are averted);
payments are made for actually doing something rather than for doing nothing, which has often been
the case with aid (quite simply, if you don't meet specified criteria, you don't get paid); and the money
actually ends up in the hands of the people that truely need it. “
Highly recommended reading, especialy for those who feel called to help the poor.
Cornie Odendaal
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Annamarie de Villiers
Clinical Psychologist / Kliniese Sielkundige

Callidendron Nursery

B.A., B.A, Hons,HDE, M.A. Clin.Psych.(US)

Pr.no. 0176427
Cell: 073 766 8843
E-mail: annamarie.devilliers@gmail.com
Child therapist
Play therapy
Career assessments and guidance
Biblical counselling
Distributor of original children's stories
(books and audio)
Language tutoring
(Afrikaans and German)
Rooted in God’s Word

300 species of organically
grown Indigenous plants
and a wide variety of herbs
Irrigation design and
installation
Gideon
Cornie

0845153958
0835011039

info@callidendron.co.za

Black Forest Mountain Lodge
Only 57 km from Polokwane in the misty mountains of
Haenertsburg; in the valley of two beautiful and
enchanting indigenous forests

A Birder's & Hiker's Paradise
Come and experience true peace and tranquility
Self-catering House & Cabins
Central Reservations 082 715 1606

Let us support one
another
Bon Marque Indoor

Sports

Landdros Mare Street (Sportsfields)
Personal Training: Fitness & Rehabilitation from Hip
replacements, knee replacements, Strokes, or injuries.
Let us build YOU up to function well and enjoy your
life again.
Anti Stress Massage, Sports massage, to relieve
tension from any stress or injury.
General sports conditioning and fitness
programmes (R250 p m)
Phone to book please. 082 970 1518
Mervyn
Email: bonmarque@gmail.com
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Marietjie’s home
baking
Cookies and
savouries
0823865281

Contact David Frew if you have
any electrical work to be done
around the house.
frew.david@yahoo.com
0822507031

IT Solutions

Let us support
one another

For all your computer problems,
needs for installation and cheap
telephone calls, if you have
ADSL, please call Ian Jannasch
083-308-9751. I will come to
you or phone to make an
appointment.
info@itwebsolutions.co.za

Endearing Moments
Photography and make-up artistry
-

Family Photo’s
Portraits
Baby and children photo’s
All other special occasions
Matric Farewell make-up
Wedding make up
Make-up for any other occasions
Make-up lessons

Marzelle Pretorius
076 474 3644
marzelle.grobler@gmail.com

Piano for sale @

R13000.00
Contact Ria Odendaal
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24
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peS
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
11
12
13
14
15
17
20
21
23
24

26
27
28
29
30
31

Elsabe Duvenhage
Saadatu Baikie
Rene Annandale
Kelly Cocks
Doreen Baikie
Hannah George
Katlego Baikie
Mafata Mogale
Charlie Rampfumedzi
Danell Osborne
Daniel Hovy
Darren Early
Allison Goosen
Andrew Isiaho
Stephen Marais
Shirley Mitchell
Lebo Modiba
Gabriel Pretorius
Candice Goosen
Joseph Mahlaola
Kakhutsa Teffo
David Frew jnr
Philip Dambisya
Kgolo Raphahlelo
Elsabe Jonker
Thumiso Seloane
Thabiso Matlou
Eugene More
Vivian Ledwaba
Pamela Boshomane
Sesana Shingange
Marize Rabe
Caitlin Holt
Mahlatse Maleka
Mulanga Rampfumedzi
Selina Mashiane

December

7
9
12
15

1

Brad Hixon
Mpho Moloto
Gordon Hayes
Marie Schnetler
Bev Wren
Russel Hobbs
Ettienne Rabe
Xander Duvenhage
Nhlanhla Mwasi
Daan Odendaal
Madelein Rudiger
Frans Mashiane
Cornelia Jannasch
Frans Mojapelo
Mavis Mogale
Moletjie Modiba
Batista Hidalgo
Cyril Chetty
Tumelo Mogale
Marietjie van der Watt
Johnny Mogale
Phillip Spencer
Andrew Cook
Bernadette Cocks
Kgaogelo Mayaha

Nove mber

2
3
5

January
4
5
7
8
9

12
13
15
16
19
20
22
24
25
28
29
30

Mapula Masopoga
Ian Jannasch jnr
Caitlin Kreuzer
Douglas Spencer
Debbie Coetzee
Talya Chetty
Lerato Boshomane
Tshepiso Mphahlele
Kagiso Mphele
Mosima Masopoga
Bettie Viljoen
Matthew Cook
Kenneth Mphele
Francois Joubert jnr
Fortune Moloisi
Lydia Manyama
Lugisani Ramudzuli
Regina Masopoga
Nyiko Maluleke
Michelle Frew
Iline Joubert
Jonathan Marais
Leena Moabelo
Tumelo Teffo
Michael Allen
Norman Annandale

Note: Please report any mistakes
in date and or spelling, or
whatever, to Cornie and Lydia so
that we could correct it.
Thank you

February
2
3
5
6

10
11

12
14
15
16

18
19
20
21
24

25
26
27

28

Elimy Maluleke
David Ayisi
Mpho Sempe
Coretta Mtebule
Mashudu Mwasi
Rhys Broderick
Matladi Boshomane
Julie Stols
Tania von Ludwig
Basil Kenmuir
Mapuru Sebata
Magdalaine Raphahlelo
Makie Molomo
Mogale Sebata
Billy Sebata
Chris Rabe
Bentley Hixon
John Sekwaila
Khala Moloisi
Gerhard van Emmenes
Martha Mashiane
Wilhelm von Ludwig
Melanie Melville
Liran van Emmenes
Gena Mullin
Hlako Maeteletsa
Temosho Maruma
Brendan Vaughan
Alma Hovy
Jenny Kohlrus
Brian Jansen van Rensburg
Moshe Mogale
Dorah Mtebule
Noko Sempe
Lynne Cocks
Shannon Cook
Confidence Dangale

Col 1:9-14 ESV And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you
may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk
in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God. May you be strengthened with all power, according to his
glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain
of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.
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Hosi Yesu
We are the children of Africa, and we come before You, the King of all kings, the Creator of the
Universe. We know that you are the sovereign God, and you know all things and are in control of
all things. We want to bring before you our needs as a continent. We want to, as David wrote
down in his Psalm, cast our burdens on You and be sustained by You. In Your word we read that
You put our tears in your bottle (Psalm 56:8) and a bruised reed you will not break (Isaiah42:3).
We are comforted by these, and bring before you other bruised reeds and tears shed in silence,
in the deep of the night, some tears that are, but don't even roll down our cheeks. We think of
the 200 girls that were kidnapped by Boko Haram over six months ago. The grief and distress
that they, and their families are going through. But Lord, we know that You know where they are
and what they are going through. We pray for their release and Your comfort in this time they are in.
You know the horrors they went through, and you can heal their hurt. The families that have lost
loved ones in the terror of the Westgate mall attack in Nairobi, and those that have survived it and
now live in fear. Lord, still their fears. May they find their comfort in You, and not be afraid of men
who can die and then are in Your hands. May they say that the Lord is my light and my salvation,
whom shall I fear. May you be the stronghold of their life, and not be afraid of mere men.
We have among us many who are orphans. Some by war or other
violence, and others by diseases. Some are mere children and have
to care for younger siblings, with no other family member in sight to care for them. Babies are abandoned
by desperate mothers who have no hope of caring for their babies. This breaks our hearts, and Lord we
know it breaks Your heart too. We find comfort in Psalm 68:5. Father of the fatherless and protector of
widows is God in His holy habitation. You care for them and require us, as Your children, to care for these
precious ones too.
In Your Word we read that we should not be led astray and deceived by empty words and silly myths and yet we see it so often around us.
Thousands flock to a pastor praying for petrol to turn into pineapple juice and many others flock to a self-proclaimed prophet and have
tragically died when his building structure collapsed. Lord, we pray, for the grief they are in as loved ones died in this tragic event, and yet
we ask, Lord, in your mercy open their eyes to see the truth. We can get so upset over one more self-proclaimed prophet or pastor that are
leading your children astray, and yet there are pastors throughout our continent, Lord, that are truely men of God and are sharing the
whole message of the Bible. We know that it is not always easy for them, and some get mocked or ridiculed, and yet others even attempt
to bribe them to share only parts of the Bible; the nice to hear parts of the message. We bring these pastors to you. Keep their faith strong
and may they always stand up boldly and courageously and share the truth with others even if it means their standing in society is dissed,
or in cases even their lives. We pray Lord that they would remain true to you and your word. Your word will not return to You empty and it
shall succeed in the purpose for which You send it.
In John 15 we read your words that a servant is not greater than His master. If they persecuted me they will persecute you also. In the
World Watch List of persecuted countries there are 17 countries in the top 50 that are found on our beautiful continent. Some have great
oppression because of their faith in You and others a little less. We pray for these brothers and sisters that You would keep their faith
strong in the midst of the fiery trials they are in. Remind them of the great eternal hope that we have in You. We pray for those who are
alone in prison, that You would give them strength for one more day, and that you would provide for their families. Give them courage to
keep on sharing your message of good news even in the prison. We pray that for those who are being interrogated by authorities, that You
would give them the words to speak and give them a peace beyond understanding.
Last, but not least, we pray for our governments, Lord. Your word
tells us to pray for those who are in authority (Rom 13:1-2;
1Tim2:1-6). Forgive us when we don't pray enough for them and so
easily complain when yet another story of corruption come to light.
When we despair and forget to pray. Lord forgive us, and remind us
to pray more often for our governments. You are the One who
gives authority and You are the one that can take it away.
To You, the King of all ages, immortal, invisible, the only
true living God, be honor and Glory forever and ever.
Yesu u Hosi ya ti Hosi. Jesus, You are the Lord of lords. Amen!
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